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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To facilitate an operation by setting the 
carrying direction of a paper carrying means in the 
reverse direction so as to return an original to a paper 
supply port after the image of the original is read when 
a pre-scan request is issued in the reading operation of 
the image. 

CONSTITUTION: The original is read by supplying from 
the paper supply port ADF 32 and the image is read by a 
scanner 51 when the pre-scan request is issued from a 
host side in the reading operation of the image of the 
original. After that, the original to be returned is 
separated from the original on the option ADF 32 by 
rotating a carrying stepper motor 54 in the reverse 
direction so as to return the original to the paper 
supply port, and switching an original separation lever 
34. The reverse rotation of the carrying stepper motor 
54 is stopped when the tip of the original to be 
returned passes a hand-directing detection sensor 37, 
and also, the original separation lever 34 is returned 
to its original position. 
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